Viringagravi Kiev

I. I. MovTjaN

Ett antal rika skandinaviska kammargravar patriffades ar 2002 i "Vladimirs stad’,

en av de dldsta stadsdelarna i Kievs 6vre stad Gora. I en av dessa gjorde man ett

unikt fynd av en icke plundrad viringagrav (krigargrav).

R 2002 UPPTACKTES VID

arkeologiska undersokningar i

"Vladimirs stad”, en av de dldsta
delarna av "Gora”, 6vre staden i Kiev,
ett antal rika skandinaviska kammar-
gravar. De hade ursprungligen varit
overtickta med gravkullar. Platsen lig-
ger niira den klyfta som skiljer omradet
fran en annan historiskt viktig del av
Gora, "Izjaslavs stad”. P4 ett djup av 0,8
meter under den nuvarande markytan
pétriffade man en nistan kvadratisk
(3 x 3,2 meter) gravkammare, oriente-
rad i Ost-vist.

Gravkammarens sidor bestod av
grova plankor som var lagda omlott
med utskjutande kortsidor i knut-
timringsteknik. Kammaren hade haft
ett tak av 0,2 meter tjocka tristockar.

Tkammaren lag skelettet av en 175 cm
lang krigare, med huvudet i véister. Han
vilade pa en lidderkladd tribar.

Lings med mannens hogra sida lag
ett 94 cm ldngt skandinaviskt svird
med rester av en liderklddd trislida.
Lings ner hade denna en med en figel-
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Beslag av magyarisk typ till en mindre lddervaska som innehdll mynt.

Fittings of Magyar type belonging to a small leather bag containing coins.

Skandinaviskt svird med trifragment av svérdsslidan samt doppsko av brons.

Scandinavian sword with wood fragment of scabbard and bronze chape.
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Plan Gver vdringagraven.
Grave of royal guard - disposition.

figur ornerad doppsko av brons. Redan
tidigare kiinde man till ett fyrtiotal lik-
nande beslag fran Ryssland, Baltikum
och Polen. Aven i Birka utanfor Stock-
holm har doppskor pitriffats som ér
ndrmast identiska med den fran Kiev.
Likheten dem emellan visar tydligt att
tita kontakter funnits mellan Rus och
Skandinavien.

Bredvid svirdet fann man en bysan-
tinsk bronssélja i form av en grip, vilken
varit fiistad pa sviirdsgehiinget. Den kan
vara tillverkad nagonstans i utkanten av

det bysantinska imperiet, kanske pa
Balkan eller vid Donau. P4 samma stille
ldg ocksd resterna av en pilbége.

Ovanfor krigarens huvud lag resterna
av ett liderklitt pilkoger av néver. Det
inneholl resterna av 26 pilar med spet-
sar av jirn. Pilkogrets lock hade ett
bronsbeslag med viixtornamentik.

Till viinster om skelettet fann man
fem spidnnband och en bygel av jirn,
som hallit ihop ett trikiirl. Lingre upp
lag tvi filigrankulor av silver som ingatt

ikladedrikten.

. Sviird / Szword
. Svirdsgehiing / Swordbelt

. Pilkoger / Quzver

. Rester av laggkiirl / Remains of cask

. Filigrankulor av silver / Filigree silver beads
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. Bors av lider / Leather purse

En sélja av brons av bysantinskt ursprung.

Bronze buckle of Byzantine origin.

© Ukrainas Vetenskapsakademi  Kiev.
The Notional Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kie
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Bysantinska mynt. / Byzantine coins.

Ett annat viktigt fynd var resterna av en lider-
bors. Den inneholl fyra bysantinska kopparmynt
och bryddes med tvé olika typer av viixtornerade
beslag. Det ildsta myntet dr frdn Basileios Iis
regeringstid (867-886), tvd andra myntades
under kejsarna Leo VI, Leo den vise, (886-912)
och Alexander. Det yngsta priiglades 920 for
kejsar Konstantin Porfyrogennetos.

Tack vare mynten kan vi alltsi med sikerhet
sdga att graven tillhér en rik hirdman fran furst
Igors och furstinnan Olgas tid under f6rsta half-
ten av goo-talet.

Oversiittning fran ryska: Elisabeth Lofstrand

Ivan Movtjan ér forskare i arkeologi vid Ukrainas
vetensk mi i Kiev. Hans forskning: ad
ror vikingatidens och medeltidens Kiev som han
ocksa behandlat i olika skrifter.

Ivan Movchan conducts archaeological research at
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kiev.
His field research is Viking Age and medieval Kiev which
he has treated in various publications.
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Royal guard grave in Kiev

1. I. MovcHAN

M

In year 2002 a ber of rich Scandinavian
graves were found in the City of Vladimir, one of the old-
est districts of Kiev’s upper town of Gora. In one of these
a unique find was made of an unpillaged grave of a royal
guard (viringegrav).

N ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN 2002 in the City
I of Vladimir, one of the oldest parts of “Gora”, Kiev’s upper
town, several rich Scandinavian chamber graves were discov-
ered. They had originally been overlaid by burial mounds.
The site is close to the cleft which separates the area from
another historically important part of Gora, the “City of
Izyaslav”. An almost quadratic grave chamber (3 X 3.2 metres)
was found 0.8 metres under present surface level, oriented
east-west.

Its sides consisted of rough overlapping planks with pro-
truding short ends in dovetail technique. A roof of 0.2 metre
thick wooden logs had covered the chamber.

The skeleton of a 175 cm long warrior lay in the chamber,
head to the west. He reposed on a leather-clad wooden bier.

A 94 cm long sword of Scandinavian type lay on his right
side, with remains of a leather-clad wooden scabbard. At its
tip was a bronze chape with a bird ornamentation. Over 40
similar fittings were already known from Russia, the Baltic
and Poland. Chapes almost identical to that of Kiev have also
been found at Birka outside Stockholm. Similarities between
them clearly show that close contacts existed between Rus
and Scandinavia.

Beside the sword was found a bronze buckle in the form
of a griffin. This was attached to the swordbelt. It may have
been made somewhere on the outskirts of the Byzantine
Empire, perhaps in the Balkans or near the Danube. Remains
of a bow were also found at the same location.

Above the warrior’s head were the remains of a leather-
clad birch-bark quiver. This contained the remnants of 26
iron-headed arrows. On quiver lid was a bronze fitting with
floral decoration.

Five hoops and an iron mounting which had held together
awooden vessel were found to the left of the skeleton. Two
filigree beads of silver, part of the warrior’s dress, were found
further up.

‘The remains of a leather purse constituted a further impor-
tant find. It contained four Byzantine copper coins and was
embellished with two different types of florally decorated
fittings. The oldest coin is from the rule of Basil I (867-886),
two others were minted during the emperors Leo VI (Leo
the Wise), 886-9r2, and Alexander. The most recent was
minted in 920 for Emperor Constantine Porphyrogennetos.

The coins allow us to say with sureness that the grave
belongs to a wealthy royal guard (hirdman) from the period
of prince Igor and princess Olga in the first half of the 1oth
century.



