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CHAPTER SEVEN (1) MANOR, CULT AND MARKET AT
LAKE TISSO
Lars Jergensen
One of the Viking magnates' complexes is situated on
the west bank of Lake Tissg in west Zealand in
Denmark. The settlement is situated at a distance of 7
kilometres from the coast and extends along the west
bank for 1.6 km (Figure 7.1.1). The total settlement area
is about 50 ha. As early as the nineteenth century
weapons and other objects appeared in the lakebed near
the settlement when the level of the lake was lower. To
date some fifty objects have been found in the lake -
swords, axes, lances, brooches and tools - the great
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majority of which are from the Viking Age. In this
connection the name of the lake is interesting — Tissg,
which actually means Tyr's lake. Tyr was one of the
Viking war gods, and probably the lake finds represent
offerings. The objects found so far show that this votive
tradition goes back at least to around ad 600. The most
spectacular find was made in 1977, when a farmer
found a tenth-century gold neck-ring weighing 1.8 kg.
To this can today be added at least four silver treasures.
In 1979 the graves of two executed men emerged at the
crossing over the River Halleby A. The burials can be
dated to the mid-eleventh century, which corresponds
closely with the end date for the settlement. In the same
excavation were found the remains of a 50-metre-long
wooden bridge over Halleby A from the Viking Age.

In the period 1995-2003 extensive excavations took

place and c. 85,000 m? of the settlement were
excavated. Two manors and parts of extensive market
and craft areas were investigated. The metal objects
show that the settlement began in the mid-sixth
century and ended in the first half of the eleventh
century. All evidence indicates that the full settlement
area was in operation from the beginning of the seventh
century and for the next 400 years.
THE FIRST MANOR

The first manor, from the sixth and seventh centuries,
comprises an area of c¢. 10,000 m2, which is three to
four times the size of ordinary Danish farms from the
period. The manor consists of a large main building,
two largish houses and a few smaller houses. The two
largest houses are placed around an inner enclosure.
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The largest building has a length of 40 m and was
unusually well constructed from large timbers and had
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Figure 7.1.1 The archaeological status of the Tisso area in
the Viking period. Contour lines (0.5 m) and excavation
areas are shown. Just north of the River Halleby A a
workshop area extends along the lake up to the second
manor. North of this a pit-house area continues to the
north along the lake to thefirst manor.

white-plastered walls. Probably the whole complex
burned down in the middle or second half of the
seventh century. On the basis of the metal finds the
period of use can be set at c. ad 550-650. The finds
include brooches, a sword pommel, a spiral bead of gold
and a pair of gold pendants with inlaid garnets in
cloisonné.

THE SECOND MANOR
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The first manor was then superseded by the later manor

placed some 600 m further to the south. The 14c
datings seem to indicate a beginning around ad 700 and
the manor can be followed through four phases. The

manor area of Phase 1 is about 10,000 m2. At the centre
lies the hall building, which is about 36 m x 11 m. A
special fenced area was built against the walls of the
hall, and in this lay a small building. By the fence at the
northern end of the manor was the forge. As a Danish
farm complex it is highly atypical, and in the available
material there is nothing to suggest agricultural
production or permanent livestock at the house
complex. It is not only the structure of the house that is
odd. The pits dug for the roof-bearing posts in the hall
were up to 3 metres deep. The deeply dug posts might
indicate high wind pressure on the building — perhaps
because it had two floors.

This atypical house structure is repeated in the
subsequent Phase 2 from the eighth and ninth

centuries. The manor is extended to some 15,000 m?2.
The hall is rebuilt, as well as the separate fenced area.
The small building from Phase 1 is replaced by a larger
one. As in Phase 1 we can still find the forge at the
northern end of the complex.

With Phase 3 from the ninth and tenth centuries there
are changes in the structure of the complex (Figure
7.1.2). The area of the manor is extended to about

18,000 m2, while its core structure is retained. The hall
is just rebuilt, as are the fenced separate area and the
related building. The forge is still placed by the north
fence of the complex. Along the west fence, though,

Page 79 of 674 12%

Scanned with CamScanner



08:29 THE VIKING WORLD (ROUTLEDGE WORLDS)

new buildings are erected at different times. The most
striking thing about the development from Phase 1 to
Phase 3 is the decided conservatism with respect to the
hall and the related separate fenced area with its single
building. Over a period of almost 250 years the
combination of hall, separate area and smaller building
is maintained.
We can interpret the hall as the prestigious main
building where the receptions and feast took place, the
Old Norse salr or hof, but the separate area and the small
building are clearly something special. Here it is worth
noting that there is an unusually high frequency,
within the manor, of finds of heathen amulets and
jewellery with motifs taken from Norse mythology
(Figure 7.1.3). The many heathen amulets and the
weapon offerings from the lake might indicate that cult
activities were associated with the manor. Perhaps the
small building in the special fenced area of the manor
could be a cult building, a so-called %, often
mentioned in the Old Norse sagas.
The concluding Phase 4 embraces the last half of the
tenth century and the beginning of the eleventh
century. The most spectacular building is a very large
hall with 550 m? under the roof. The area is at least
25,000 m2. With Phase 4 the structure of the complex
changes radically. The hall building is of a new type; the
fenced special area disappears, and the other house
types are replaced, mainly by houses with diagonal
supporting posts.

THE FIND MATERIAL
In general the second manor has a very high percentage
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of tin-plated and gilded objects of bronze and silver,
compared with other productive sites in Denmark. A
characteristic element in the inventory of the manor is
weaponry: arrowheads, hilts, pommels and other
fittings from swords, bridles and spurs. The distribution
of the c. 100 weapons

f
L

Figure 7.1.2 Plan showing the layout of the manor in
Phase 3, preliminarily dated to the ninth-tenth centuries.
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Figure 7.1.3 Pendants depicting valkyries of the Norse
mythology of gilded silver with niello inlays. (Photo: John
Lee, The National Museum of Denmark.)

and weapon parts from the site shows a clear
concentration at the manor. Sherds of Carolingian
drinking glasses are likewise only found in the manor.
Another element is objects from the Carolingian and
insular areas. The Carolingian ones include sword-belt
fittings, brooches and coins minted under Charlemagne
and Louis the Pious. The number of coins totals more
than 130 with no fewer than c. 110 Arabic coins from
the eighth to the tenth century.

MARKET AND WORKSHOP AREA

Both south and north of the large house area there are
extensive workshop and market areas. There are
thousands of post-holes, in which, however, it is
extremely difficult to find any system mainly due to the
ploughing-down to which the site has been exposed.
One building type in the market areas, however, is the
pit-house, of which eighty-five have been excavated. In
the southern workshop area iron forging and bronze
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